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Dear ARP friends, 
Another piece of the Adaptive Acquisition Framework is live, with the release of DODI 5000.87: 
“Operation of the Software Acquisition Pathway”. This new policy is charting a course for the 
much-touted and long overdue software color of money, which is already being piloted. The 
Department of Defense has also released its Data Strategy, a new Personnel Strategy, and 
Battle Force 2045, the plan for the future Navy. Busy week for policymakers and policywatchers!  
In ARP news, we share a video with students’ initial reactions to the Hacking for Defense course 
concepts and lean startup methodology as they might apply to the federal government. And 
we’ve finally reached the end of our panels and papers from the 2020 acquisition research 
symposium.  
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ARP Research: Symposium Spotlight 
 
Panel #26: Dimensions of Financial Management 
Assessing the Reliability of the Future Years Defense Program and Building a Forecast 
Gregory Sanders (Center for Strategic and International Studies), Andrew Hunter (Defense-
Industrial Initiatives Group, Center for Strategic and International Studies) 
• Micro-abstract: This project works to make the FYDP more accessible and more easily 
evaluated. It posits two hypotheses using Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 budget request data: 
first, that FYDP projections could estimate actual 2019 spending more reliably than the 
President’s Budget alone, and second, that the reliability of projections would vary 
between services.  Read the paper and presentation.  
A Critical Look at "Use or Lose" 
Philip Candreva (Naval Postgraduate School) 
• Micro-abstract: By considering the laws, administrative rules, organizational structures, 
and institutional norms driving use or lose behavior, this paper paints a more complete 
picture of the phenomenon. Read the paper.  
The Value of Intellectual Property in Government Procurement Auctions: The Case of 
Military Trucks in the U.S. after the Cold War 
James Hasik (George Mason University) 
• Micro-abstract: Securing advantageous pricing over the long-term through data rights 
requires a credible threat to move away from sole-source, follow-on awards.  Read the 
paper.  
See more research in the full Proceedings of the 17th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium. 
 
This Week’s Top Story 
Faster is possible: DoD Publishes New Software Acquisition Policy 
Sean Brady, Defense Acquisition University 
On October 2nd, Ms. Ellen Lord, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, 
issued DODI 5000.87, the Department of Defense policy for “Operation of the Software 
Acquisition Pathway”. Improved software acquisition is critical for our ability to deliver 
capabilities to the Warfighter and succeed in an era of Great Power Competition.  
This new pathway enables the Department of Defense to acquire software with modern 
software development practices and deliver performance at the speed of relevance in support of 
the National Defense Strategy. It promotes and streamlines adoption of Agile, Lean, 
DevSecOps, and human-centered design practices within defense acquisition. It implements the 
key recommendations of the Defense Innovation Board’s Software Acquisition Practices study, 
the Defense Science Board report on Software Acquisition, and Congressional direction in the 
FY20 National Defense Authorization Act.  
It also addresses a top priority for Gen Hyten, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, to insert speed 
into the Pentagon and provide 21st century processes. 
Read more.  
 
ARP and NPS News 
Video: Piloting Hacking for Defense at Naval Postgraduate School - Students on Week 1 
Students in our entrepreneurship class share reflections on how the lean startup/H4D model 
can be applied to the Department of Defense. 
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
DOD developing new ways to fund agile software development 
Carten Cordell, Washington Business Journal 
Space Force Nears Year Mark, Acquisition Remains A Quagmire 
Theresa Hitchens, Breaking Defense  
Army Tripled OTA Prototyping To $4.8B In Just 3 Years: GAO 
Sydney J. Freedberg Jr., Breaking Defense  
DHS advances AI project improving use of contractor past performance data 
Dave Nyczepir, Fedscoop 
Pentagon announces $600M in 5G experiments 
Andrew Eversden, C4ISRNET 
Pentagon's Lord blames KC-46A's fixed-price contract structure for further programme 
issues 
Pat Host, Janes 
DOD Acquisition & Sustainment Leaders Update Reporters on Improvements to Defense 
Acquisition System (Video and Transcript) 
U.S. Department of Defense  
 
Events  
Virtual Secretary of the Navy Guest Lecture With Lt. Gen. Shanahan and Nand 
Mulchandani 
Naval Postgraduate School 
Oct 13, 2020  |  10:00 a.m. PT 
Space and Missile Systems Command: Space - Ask Me Anything Session 
National Security Innovation Network 
Oct 13, 2020  |  12:00-1:30 p.m. ET 
2020 Annual Meeting & Exposition 
Association of the United States Army  
Oct 13-16, 2020 
Sharpening America's Innovative Edge 
Center for Strategic & International Studies 
Oct 16, 2020  |  11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.   
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Research 
Harnessing Military Talent to Compete in the 21st Century 
Emma Moore, Center for a New American Security 
Overview of Department of Defense Use of the Electromagnetic Spectrum 
John R. Hoehn, Jill C. Gallagher, Kelley M. Sayler  |  Congressional Research Service  
Department of Defense Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation (RDT&E): 
Appropriations Structure 
John F. Sargent Jr., Congressional Research Service  
 
Defense and Federal Government 
DOD Issues New Data Strategy 
U. S. Department of Defense Press Release 
Commentary: It’s Time For The Pentagon To Take Data Principles More Seriously 
Robert Work And Tara Murphy Dougherty, War on the Rocks 
7 Things to Know About the Pentagon's New Plan for a 500-Ship Navy Fleet 
Gina Harkins, Military.com  
SECNAV Teases New Budget Overhaul, Strategies Set to Reshape Naval Operations 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News 
Pentagon Publishes Digital-Age Personnel Strategy 
Rachel S. Cohen, Air Force Magazine 
Irregular warfare strategies must move beyond special forces, Pentagon says 
Aaron Mehta, Defense News 
NIST ready to test approach to make FedRAMP faster, less burdensome 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
State Department is looking for tools to manage its global supply chain risk 
Billy Mitchell, Fedscoop 
US Army discontinues Rapid Equipping Force 
Jen Judson, Defense News  
 
Education 
Air Force to launch space fundamentals course in January 
Christen McCurdy, UPI 
 
Policy 
DoD Instruction 5000.87: Operation of the Software Acquisition Pathway 
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 
DoD Data Strategy 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Preserving Our Competitive Advantage: Personnel and Readiness Strategy for 2030 
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness 




Top House lawmakers launch investigation into Pentagon redirecting COVID-19 funds 
Ellen Mitchell, The Hill  
Democrats face internal ‘fight’ on defense spending, says Smith 
Joe Gould, Defense News  
 
Acquisition Tips and Tools, with Larry Asch 
How can businesses new to federal contracting start selling to DoD? 
A persistent challenge in connecting commercial suppliers with government buyers is that non-
traditional contractors can’t find a way in to the bureaucracy of federal acquisitions. Is there one 
proper channel or entryway for communicating with the government? 
Recently MITRE’s AiDA digital platform launched a resource to help address this problem. They 
lead the page with this tagline: “Doing business with the DoD can be difficult…but it doesn’t 
have to be.” 
Lorna Tedder, one of the MITRE crew who designed the new website, explains how this guide 
can help businesses connect to DoD:  “This website helps demystify the DoD Acquisition and 
Contracting processes for you, especially if you’re a startup or a small business trying to figure 
out how to get your foot in the door. The site was designed specifically for industry and has tons 
of information...”.   
We need to give a compliment to MITRE's Pete Modigliani and his team for developing AiDA 
(pronounced "aid-ah"). AiDA, which is short for Acquisition in the Digital Age, is a valuable tool 
to help navigate through the complex federal acquisition system. Add it to your favorites. 
The Section 809 Panel recognized there are several different approaches DoD has taken to 
improve two-way communication with industry, but no standard exists for industry to approach 
an unfamiliar DoD acquisition organization or pose a question or suggestion outside the 
confines of an acquisition.  
The panel recommended establishing a Market Liaison at each acquisition activity to facilitate 
communication with industry. 
What I have always advocated, and many people are unfamiliar with, are the Procurement 
Technical Assistance Centers (PTACs). PTACs help businesses pursue and perform contracts 
with the Department of Defense, other federal agencies, state and local governments, and 
government prime contractors. Most of the assistance the PTACs provide is free. PTACs help 
businesses with getting registered in systems such as the System for Award Management 
(SAM), identifying contract opportunities, understanding requirements, and preparing and 
submitting bids. The PTACs have a local presence in 48 states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico 
and Guam.    
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